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TESTIMONIALS. 


i. 


From  the  Rev.  David  Dickson,  D.  D.  of  St  Cuthbert's. 

Mr  James  Williamson,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  has  been  inti- 
mately known,  and  highly  esteemed  by  me,  for  a  number  of  years 
past.  His  literary,  as  well  as  theological  attainments,  I  consider  as 
being  of  a  superior  kind.  I  believe  him  to  be  thoroughly  evangeli- 
cal in  his  sentiments  and  principles, — the  influence  of  which,  I  am 
verily  persuaded,  he  personally  feels,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
brings  them  forward  in  his  pulpit  discourses,  I  am  assured  by  those 
who  have  heard  him  preach,  a  pleasure  I  never  myself  have  enjoyed, 
is  such  as  indicates  much  precision  of  thought,  appositeness  of  expres- 
sion, scripturalness  of  statement  and  illustration,  and  withal,  earnest- 
ness in  pressing  the  truth  at  once  on  the  conscience,  and  the  under- 
standing of  his  hearers.  Such  being  my  opinion  of  Mr  Williamson, 
I  can  with  all  confidence  speak  of,  and  recommend  him  as  a  young 
man,  fitted,  through  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church, 
to  be  an  able,  zealous,  faithful,  and  successful  minister  of  the  word 
of  the  truth  of  the  gospel. 

(Signed)  David  Dickson,  D.D. 


St  Cuthbert's  Manse,  Edinburgh, 
28th  April  1838. 


II. 

From  the  Rev.  Alexander  Turner,  Minister  of  Gorbals, 
Glasgow. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr  James 
Williamson,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  for  many  years.  During  the 
progress  of  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Mr  Wil- 
liamson was  highly  distinguished  for  his  diligence  and  great  success. 
His  attainments  in  literature  and  theology,  are  of  a  superior  order, 
and  his  character  is  such  as  becomes  his  professional  views. 

For  considerably  more  than  a  year  past,  he  has  been  employed  as 
Parochial  Missionary  in  Kilsyth,  preaching  regularly  every  Sabbath, 
and  visiting  the  families  of  his  district  throughout  the  week.  I  be- 
lieve that  his  heart  is  really  in  his  Master's  work ;  and  from  his 
talents,  professional  attainments,  and  the  experience  which  he  has 
gained,  I  believe,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  he  would  prove  a 
very  able,  and  useful,  and  acceptable  minister  of  Christ. 

(Signed)  Alexander  Turner. 

Gorbals,  19th  April  1839. 


ill. 

From  the  Rev.  William  Scott  Moncrieff,  Minister  of  Penicuich. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  Rev.  James 
Williamson's  high  qualifications  as  a  scholar  and  preacher ;  he  was 
known  to  me  at  College,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  his  ap- 
pearances, both  in  the  classes,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Theological 
Society  of  Edinburgh.  He  has  since  then  preached  here,  and  though 
I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him,  the  opinion  of  others  who 
were  present,  and  perhaps  better  able  to  judge,  was  very  favourable ; 


I  can  entertain  no  doubt,  that  whatever  station  in  our  church  it  may 
please  her  Great  Head  to  call  him  to  fill,  the  result  will  be  his  glory, 
and  her  edification ;— that  Mr  Williamson  may  soon  receive  such  a 
call,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of 

(Signed)  Wm.  Scott  Moncriefp. 

Penicuick  Manse, 
4th  May  1838. 


IV. 


From  the  Rev.  Graham  Mitchell,  Minister  of  Whitburn. 

I  have  enjoyed  an  intimate  acquaintanceship  with  Mr  William- 
son for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  can  state  from  personal  knowledge, 
that  I  consider  him  a  person  who  has  deeply  felt  the  power  of 
religion,  and  appears  to  be  most  anxious  to  bring  others  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  He  has  officiated  at  Banton  Station  for 
about  a  year  and  a-half,  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself,  and  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  people  in  that  neighbourhood  under  his 
charge. 

From  Mr  Williamson's  popularity  and  talents  as  a  Preacher — 
his  Christian  dispositions,  and  the  consistency  of  his  whole  deport- 
ment, I  feel  persuaded  he  will  give  the  utmost  satisfaction  in  the 
ministerial  work,  wherever  Providence  may  be  pleased  to  call  him. 

(Signed)  Graham  Mitchell. 

1st  May  1838. 


V. 

From  the  Rev.  William  Cunningham,  Minister  of  Trinity- College 

Parish. 

Edinburgh,  19th  September  183«. 
I  have  been  well  acquainted  for  many  years  with  Mr  James 
Williamson,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  have  formed  a  very  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  his  qualifications  for  the  office  of  the  holy  minis- 
try. He  is  a  man  of  excellent  talents,  and  of  accomplished  scholar- 
ship, and  sound  and  Scriptural  in  his  views  of  Divine  truth.  I  have 
much  confidence  in  the  excellency  of  his  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples, and  believe  him  to  be  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  fellow-men.  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
would  discharge  with  zeal,  diligence,  and  fidelity,  the  duties  of  any 
situation  to  which  he  might  be  appointed. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Cunningham. 


VI. 

From  the  Rev.  Henry  Grey,  Minister  of  St  Mary's. 

Mr  James  Williamson  has  been  well  known,  and  highly  es- 
teemed by  me  for  many  years.  He  assisted  different  members  of 
my  family  in  their  classical  and  mathematical  studies,  discharging 
his  office  as  their  tutor,  with  great  ability  and  diligence,  and  en- 
gaging the  esteem  and  affection  of  his  pupils.  His  attainments  as  a 
scholar  are  of  a  very  superior  order,  and  can  be  attested  by  many 
competent  judges  who  have  known  him,  and  sought  his  services  in 
the  education  of  their  families.  I  value  him  still  more  highly  as  a 
young  man  of  sincere  personal  piety, — of  amiable  and  engaging  dis- 


positions, — of  just  and  enlarged  views  in  religion,  and  earnestly  de- 
sirous to  be  useful  in  the  church.  He  has  several  times  preached  to 
my  congregation,  and  always  with  acceptance.  I  am  confident  he 
will  approve  himself  a  useful  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  vineyard  he  may  be  called  to  labour. 

(Signed)  Henry  Grey. 

Edinburgh,  21st  September  1830. 


VII. 

From  the  Rev.  William  Burns,  Minister  of  Kilsyth. 

Kilsyth,  8th  December  1837. 
Mr  James  Williamson,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  has  officiated  as 
Missionary  in  the  eastern  district  of  this  parish,  for  a  year  past.  He 
has  conducted  Public  Worship  regularly  every  Lord's  day,  in  the 
school  of  Banton,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the 
services  are  performed  in  the  Parish  Church.  He  has,  besides,  been 
most  assiduously,  and  regularly  employed  during  the  week  in  visit- 
ing and  catechising  the  families  allotted  to  him,  being  about  an 
hundred  in  the  two  villages  of  Upper  and  Lower  Banton,  and  as 
many  more  in  the  surrounding  farm-houses  and  cottages.  He  has 
been  most  attentive  in  visiting  the  sick  of  the  bounds,  and  whenever 
he  had  an  opportunity,  he  has  superintended  and  officiated  also  in 
the  Sabbath  School  in  Banton,  and  conducted  a  Prayer-Meeting 
weekly,  giving  an  exposition  of  a  passage  of  Scripture,  accessible  to 
all  who  were  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit.  Many  of 
these  services  were  entirely  labours  of  love,  not  being  stipulated  for 
in  his  engagement  to  act  in  the  Missionaryship.  His  labours,  in  all 
these  departments,  have  been  most  valuable,  and  have  endeared  him 
very  much  to  the  people  of  the  bounds.  I  have  had  frequent  inter- 
course with  Mr  W.  and  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  full  testimony 
to  the  excellence  of  his  ministerial  and  Christian  character.     He  is, 


8 


most  unquestionably,  of  the  soundest  principles, — of  a  zealous  and 
active  spirit, — delighting  in  doing  good, — in  earnest  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  fellow-creatures.  His  pulpit  appearances  are  excellent, 
both  as  to  matter  and  manner,  and  will  be  generally  acceptable  in 
any  congregation.  I  have  pleasure  in  adding,  that  he  has  been  re- 
markably prudent,  as  well  as  zealous  in  a  situation  of  considerable 
delicacy  and  difficulty,  shewing  much  of  "  the  wisdom  from  above, 
which  is  first  of  all  pure,  and  next  peaceable,"  &c.  In  short,  I  can 
most  conscientiously  recommend  Mr  Williamson  as  a  most  excel- 
lent young  man,  and  as  promising,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  to 
prove  a  very  valuable,  acceptable,  and  useful  pastor,  wherever,  in 
Providence,  his  lot  may  be  cast. 

(Signed)  William  Burns. 


VIII. 

From  the  Rev.  J.  Somerville,  D.D.  Minister  of  Drumelzier. 

Drumelzierj  28th  December  1840. 
Mr  James  Williamson,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  has  officiated  as 
my  assistant,  for  a  year  and  three  months,  preceding  the  date  of  this. 
He  has  discharged  the  Sabbath  duty  of  preaching  regularly,  and 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  people.  He  has  visited  all  the  fa- 
milies in  the  parish,  in  the  ordinary  course,  and  has  been  most  at- 
tentive in  visiting  the  sick.  I  have  heard  him  regularly ;  his  dis- 
courses are  thoroughly  evangelical — of  a  popular  description,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  well  calculated  both  to  instruct  and  edify.  From  his 
having  dwelt  in  the  Manse  during  the  whole  time  he  has  been  with 
me,  I  can  bear  the  fullest  testimony  to  his  personal  piety  and  worth. 
During  my  infirm  years,  I  have  had  many  assistants,  but  none  of 
them  have  kept  a  better  filled  church  than  Mr  Williamson.  I  can 
conscientiously  recommend  him  as  an  excellent  young  man,  and  have 
no  doubt  that  he  would  prove  a  most  useful  labourer  in  any  situation 
to  which  he  may  be  appointed  in  the  course  of  Providence. 

(Signed)  J.  Somerville,  D.D. 


I. 


